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The REVENUE now raiſed thereby, 
is capable of being Improved ar leaft Four 
or Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds per 
Annum, which is now paid by the Subject, 
but diverted from its proper Chanel into 
private Hands, 
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To THE 


Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 


John Farthing Z{, humbly preſenteth, 


A quayrrates of ite Trath of what was ob- 
erved, and undertaken by him in his Paper 
Exbibited to the Honour able Houſe of Com- 
mons, Saturday the Sth of February, 1695 
vis. That there have been, ſtill are, and 
will be (if proper Remedies be not ap- 
lyed) ſeveral Hundreds of Thouſands of 
Pounds per Ann. paid by thc Subjett tor 
Exciſe of Beer and Ale, but diverted into 
private Pockets. 
My Lords, 

N Obedience to an Order of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, and in purſuance of a like Order from the 
appointed to examine,take,and ſtate the 
Publick Accounts, the ſaid Fobn Farthing attended the 
ſaid Commiſſioners on Saturday the 15th of February, v69 4, 
to whom he then exhibited the four following Clauſes, 
(contained in an AR for an Additional Exciſe on Beer, Ale, 
and other Liquors, palt 23th of Fuly 1 689.) which are ve- 

ry prejudicial to his Majclties Revenue of Exciſe. Viz. 


1. The Firſt Clauſe in the forementioned AR, directs 
the increaſe of the Ale-Barrel from Two. and Thirty to 
Four and Thirty Gallons. 
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2. The ſecond alters the 
from two Barrels in Two and Twenty, to Two and an 
half in Three and Twenty Barrels. 


By both which Alterations, the King loſeth Eight Pounds 
Seven Shillings and five Pence, for every one 
Pounds for Exciſe by the Ale- 
By altering the B Seven Pounds and three Pence ; and 
by the Allowance, One Pound Seven Shillings and Two 
Pence. 

The Ale-Brewer is enjoyned to ſell no more than 22 Gal- 
lons to the Barrel, and at pang Le) —o_ 
the Conſumers or F xpenders of 
A Tia Frans Seven Sail logs and fre F 
for Exciſe of the ſame quantity of the faid Li me wha 
the ſaid Brewer pays t Kin but One Hundred Pound: : 
By which the King loſeth a "Thirteenth part of his whole 
Exciſe of Ale. 


k wing Retaylers Alſo by the faid Alteration of the Ale-Barrel,the King lo- 
ts ſeth a Seventeenth part of his whole tb booepm 


oo _ Retaylers ; who (being from Trouble by 
Aon | or otherwiſe, for their Prices on 

pa Ale) ought to pay the Duty by the Barrel ap- 
inted by the Statutes 51: Hen. 4; (Stat. of the Tum- 
brel) and 23 Hen, $8. both which are ſtill in force, and 
aſcertain the Ale-Barrel t@ be 32, and of Beer 36 Gallons. 


3. The third Clauſe makes an Allowance to the Com- 
mon Brewers and Brewing Retaylers of Ale and Beer, of 
One Tenth part of all Worts Gaged warm, without diſtin- 
guiſhing to what degree of heat, and that no part of that 
Tenth ſhall be charged upon the Brewer. 


This Clauſe abates the Force of the Gagers Oath, and 
gives them Power to make an Allowance of Ten per 
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Cent. out of his Majeſties whole Exciſe of Beer and Ale, 
which the Brewers know how to improve to their own Ad- 
Vantage. 


If Worts be not let down warm, there can be no Fer- 
ment. | 


4- The Fourth Clauſe of the faid AQ, enjoyns the Ga- 
gers©0 give the Perſons OC T— 
other exciſable Li (at the time of taking their 
Gage) true Notes in Writing of the quantity and qualiry 


Obſervations on the ſaid fourth Clauſe. 


Sr nt mts wx Efie&) diſcharge all Perſons 
brewing and making Excilable Liquors, from mak- 
ig true and particular Entries; for it cannot be 

that the Brewers Entries will ever exceed the Gagers Notes, 


2. Entries were formerly thought to be fo conſiderable a 
Guard to the Revenue of Exciſe, That every Exciſe AR 
dd increaſe the Penalty on Brewers, &c. (FivePounds more 
than the preceeding AR) in Caſe of Non-Eatries or Falſe 
Entries. 


3- The Officers formerly did caſt up their Gages »t 
their own Homes (and y) after they bad repoſed 
themſelves : But by this 'T rouble C—_— their Gages, 
ad giving Duplicates thereof at each Brewhouſe, -% 


They are pur to the of (at leaſt) Two thirds of 
the Time more than y; and by the unavoidable 
Miſtakes. 
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kurry arc much more liable to 
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jeſties Intereſt, directly contrary 
when the Officer 
(generally) had Inſtruftions to avoid all Occaſions that 
might tead to fuch a Familiarity with the Brewers. 


6. The Brewers of Londaw being a 
da- (doubtlek) — ras nA 


Opportunities; and 'tis be bur 
a great hand in veſting aſe Claces, thovgh —_ yas 


7. Private Maſh» Backs, 
dom Sonnet 5 netic An 


expeditious Ways to 
Penalties of Private Storehouſes, &c. And never had 
C opportunities then what are given them by this A 


Had not one of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe (at the time 
of paſling the ſaid At) been an Ale-Brewer, ah proqonn 
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The Fourth Clauſe rudy Stn bh  H 
_———_—_——— 14 19. 03 
100 0 by te Beer, Kg hs 


loſes at —_ 
33 26 os 


— — 


By which Clauſes (beſides the old Allowince of two Bar- 
rels in two and Twenty) the Ale Brewers receive 


> 20d 6s. 8d. rs yew + 
which the faid Ale-Brewer m_=—_ King but 1000. which 
is juſt one Fourth part | te hid h 
_— ——_— | 


Revenue ariſing on 


the Barrel = > ane. rap 
Bur the London Brewers have 
ng 
Country Brewers have. 


ad 
ſe forth) than 


The Country Common Brewers of Beer, alſo receive of 


their Cuſtomers One Hundred and Seventeen Pounds (ex- 


clufve of their a by 
ance) for Exciſe of for which they 

One Hundred Pounds, above One part Lok 
to the (aid Revenue on Beer in the Country. 


The Proportion which Ale bears to Beer in 
London and the Country. 


HE Ale Brewed and in London is in Pro+ 
portion to the Beer, as T'wo is to One. 


The Ale Brewed and in the reſt of England, 
Principality of Waks, and Town of Berwick upon 
T wee 


 « Þ - 7 TT oz: 


d, 
of 
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Tweed, is in proportion to the Beer there, as Three is to 
One. 


Ale is the Anc ent Drink of this Nation; and the Conntyy 
Common i:rewers (« XCEPt in the South-E ds Purts of the 
Kingdom) lell their Drink by a Barrel containing but 93 
Gallons, yet would pay their Exciſe by a Barrel of 36 Gal- 
lons.and would be Allowed three Barreis in three and Twen- 
ty, pretending their Drink to be Beer ; but having been 
often rold, that if they Sold their pretended Beer by a Barrel 
of 33 Gallons,that thereby they lncurred the Penalty of the 
Starutes, 51 Hen. 3. (Tumbrel) and 23 Hen. 8 cap. The 
id Brewers owned their Drink to be Ale, and Sold it as 
ſuch, Deſilting from any further Complaints, 


The Reaſons for theſe great Alterations in the Exciſe, 
we pointed at in the Seventh Obſervation upon the fourth 
Claule in the forementioned At. Bur rhe Reafons aſlign'd 
in the laid Act, are tor determining the difterences between 
the Country Common Brewers ot Becr and the G , 
wuching what was Lecr,and what was Ale; Liquors fo plain- 
ly diſtinguiſhable,both by their Taſte and W orkmanſhip,and 
the Barrels which each are Sold by, that no man can be 
qualified tor the Othce of a Gauger, who cannot rend:r a 
Reafon why the one is Beer and to ther Ale. 


Whatever Reaſons may be pretended for making theſe 
Alterations, by the lefs'ning the Beer Birrel one Eighteenth 
part, and the Allowance a Sixth part, it is evident that the 
relict ot the Country Common Brewers of Beer was the lealt 
thing intended by the Perſons that drew the Bill, or the 
Commilſioners of Exciſe that approved it. 


And the Diſcharging the Coftee-Venders from paying 
Excile, ſpeaks it- j 'ain enough ; for that the Vouchers ot 
B Coftee, 


Colfce, Chocolate, Sherbet and Tea, Syder, Mead, Me- 


theglin, 


* They were by their Pa- 
cents called Farmers and Ma- 
vagers. But by ſeveral Clanſes 
in the {aid Patents it doth ap- 
pear, they were n9 other than 
the - King's ColleQors of rhe 
ſaid Revenuc,and 
for ic to the King, 


and Strong-Waters of London, Weſtmmſter, and 
Bills of Mortality and County of Kent, for the 
ſox Years Management of the * Farmers and Ma- 
nagers ended 2.4/h. of June 1683. Andfor the (ix 
Years Management of the Commullioners ended the 
24th. of Fune 1689. Asalſo theVouchers of Eigh- 
teen Counties during the faid Farmers and Mana- 
.gers ſix Years, were kept from the Offices of the 
Radicor and Comptroller ofthe Exciſe ; and then 


the ſaid Counties were (and {till are) ſo broken and diſmem- 
bred, that the ſame evil praftices may ſtill be carried on, 
tho' not fo ealily diſcovered. 


An AbſtraQt of the Groſs Produce of the Exciſe of 
—— and Wales, in the Tear ended 24th, 
0 


une, 1688, viz. 


Roſs Exciſe of the ſingle Dury I. s. & & 


of Native Beer, Ale, Syder, 


Metheglin, Strong-Warters,and Cof- 
fee &c. 


682172 9 3 1 


_— 


Brandy, Mum, and Syder Impor- 


Groſs Exciſe of the ſingle Duty of 
6 F0146 9 1 


wy — 
Note. The Total Groſs produce 4 L. % & © 


The Additional 


Exciſe on Brandy, oneY le Duty ended2.476. 
Imported, and Inv = of Fagpe, 1688. ——_ — 


Lind Scrong-Wa- , 
vers, whic be. 
gan 1ſt. of Joly, 


3665. is net inclus 


732318 18 4 1 


The ſame, upoa — 232318 18 4 1 


ded in this Ac- the Duty. 


eom Ppt. 


—em rt —————_—— - c_—_ 


The {ingle Duty doubled, 1464637 16 8 | 
| Charge 
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Charge of Management, as L s. d. 5: 
per Anſwer to the CommilionenS 61361 09, © - 
of Exciſe their Report. 


cile for the Year ended 24. 0 
Tune, 1688. 


The Exciſe of Strong-Beer and Ale is now 4 5. 9 d. per 
Barrel, being within three Pence of double what it was in 
the Year. 1688. and Small-Beer is now 1 5. 34. per Bar- 
rel, which is three Pence more than double the Exciſe 
in the faid Year 1688. which will make good fo many 
three Pences (to double the Exciſe) on the ſtrong, as there 
are Barrels of Small-Beer Brewed in Londen and the Copncry. 
And divers other Excifable Liquors being now more than 
doubled,/ſome trebled) to what they were then, will over and 
above make good the three Pences wanting to double the 
Exciſe on Strong, 


Therefore it might reaſonably have been expetted (al- 
lowing an abatement for the War) that the Exciſe of the 
Year ended 2.4/h. of Fune, 1695. ſhould have been doublets 
what it was in 1688, viz. 1403276 L Bur ſince the faid 
Revenue (notwithſtanding the Additional Duties) is at this 
time ſunk to ſo low an Ebb, it is more than apparent, that 
theſe aforementioned Clauſes, together with i 4 
ment and Accompring, have been the Efhcient Cauſes of it; 
to the great prejudice of ſuch of his Majeſties Subjects, who 
have Loans on that Revenue, being thereby longer out of 
their Money ; and to the occafſioning the i of Taxes 
more than otherwiſe would be requiſite to carry on the pre- 
ſent War, it the ſid Revenue were better Managed. and 
Accompred for. 


Neat Produce of double the Fx: : 
1493276 16 8 2 
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The faid Fobn Farthing farther ſers forth, that the Char- 
ges of Managing the Revenue of Exciſe for the ſaid Year, 
1688. ( ——__ to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe their Ac- 


compts to the King) amounted to Eighty nine Thouſand 
nine Hundred and thirty Pounds three Shillings hve Pence 
half-peny ; which was more than (by Authentick Vouchers 
appears to have been Expended, by'T wenty eight Thouſand 
five Hundred Sixty nine Pounds three Shillings nine Pence 


- 


halt-peny. 


That the faid Fobn Farrhing (being in the Year 168g, 
Authorized by an Order of the then Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Treafury, to make an InſpeQtion into the ſeveral Ofi- 
ces of the Exciſe, and vo have the peruſal of all Vouchers 
in the ſaid Offices, in order to make a ilcovery of the evil 
Praftices committed on the ſaid Revenue) deliring to have 
a ſight of the Country ColleQtors Ledgers for the Year 
1684. (which was the firſt Year of the Commillioners Mar 
nagement) was Anſwered, they were i® Nubibus. And 
when he required the Ferufal of the Commiſſioners and Ma- 
nagers Books, he was informed oy their Accomptant gene- 
ral, that one of the then Commithoners of Excile (tormerly 
one of the Managers before the Year 168, ). had taken 


them out of the Othce. 


The faid Fobm Faribing can alſo ſhew 'by Tables Cal- 
culated for that purpoſe) what very great Summs of the 
King's Money ariling by Exciſe, were from time to time de- 
rained in the hands of the two chiet Coramiſſioners of Exciſe 
(who at the ſame rime were Receivers General of the faid 
Revenue)and of the then Farmers and Managers,ready upon 
all occaſions either to buy up Talliesvr advance to his then 
Majelty at Intereſt of 10 /. and 8 /. per Cent. per Annum. by 
which means bis ſaid Majeſty paid them duubic Interelt tor his 
own Money, firſt as Running Caſh,and then as Advance. 


The 
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The faid two Chief Commiſſioners(who were at the fame Note. 
time Receivers General) were Copartners with two of the 
Farmers and Managers in the Spoils made on the faid Reve- 
nue, and the faid two Farmers and Managers are at this 
time Commiſſioners af the Exciſe, and the chuef Directors of 
thoſe Affairs. 


The Auditor and Comptroller of the Exciſe can make no 
ather Charge on the Commiſſioners (the Managers) of 
the Exciſe, than by fuch Vouchers as the faid Com- 
miltoners think kit to give them. 


The Accounts of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, inrolled ** 
in the ſeveral Offices of the E uer,are only Accounts of 
Money (pretended to be) received in each Year, commen- 
ding 2516 Fwne, and- ending 24t6 of Fwne following, and 
not of the Groſs or Neat Produce of the faid Revenue of 


Exciſe. 


- Thar theſe Accounts are not made,ſtated;znd inrolled: (as: 
toreſaid) until about five Years after the Expiration of each 
Year; whereby me Diſadvantages accrew to his Maje- 
fhes Revenue of Exciſe. 


The faid Fobn Farthing is humbly of Opinion, that the 
kecompts of the Groſs and Neat Produce of the Exciſe, and 
& the Mony yearly received and paid thereon, may be 
made up and ſtated, and ht to be preſented ro the Lords 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſties Treaſury by the 29th of 

ember in each Year; And that all Monys ariling by Ex+ 

ale (even from the Remofeſt Parts of the Kingdom) may 
te returned £:d paid into the General Othce in London b 
he End of Avg each Year. The Advantages whi 

buld arite by luch ſpeedy Payments and Accompting for 


According 


- 
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ing to an Order of the Commiſſioners appointed * 
ro examine, take, and ſtate the Publick Accounty ſaid 
Folm Farthing attended the ſaid Commiſſioners a fc 
time at their on Saturday the 22d of Rbrnary th 
but ſome of them being fick, others abſent, he __ not 
deliver his Books and P according to the Houſe of 
Commons Order: And being informed that the Att ap» 
pointing the faid Commiſtoners does w, impower them 


2 "= 
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to make a Retroſpection to the 245h of Fwne 1689, and 
the matters herein complained of being 'TranfaCted in the 
G7 and from thence continued to this time, the 

Farthing humbly propoſes ro Your Lordſhipy, 
that the faid Conmiionces may have power to make 
a Retrofpection ro the 24th of June 1677, by which the 
Truth of theſe Preceding Articles will maniteltly appear, - 
and the like Practices (tor the future) may be diſcovered 
and prevented. 


Allo the aid Fobn Farthing is humbly: of Opinion,thatif 
Your Lordſhips and the Houſe of Commons ſhall think kit to 
ate ſeveral Clauſcs{ herein ſet forth)inan additional A& 
of Excile,paſt the 25.of Fuly ! 689,and to revive the old Law 
of Exciſe, with ſome neceſlary Additions. And to charge the 
Coftee-venders with the Duty of Exciſe, and to fix a mo- 
derate Price on the Coftce- Berries, (which are now ingrofied 
into the hands of a few Perſons, to the great Oppretlion d 
the Traders) he does not doubt, but if a due Care be taken 
in the future Managment of the ſaid Revenue (being put 
into the __ of ft Perſons) the faid Revenue may be 
valitly increaſed, without any Oppreſlion or Illegal ExaCtion 
on the People; and by Methods which the = Foln Far 
thing is ready to lay before Your Lordfhips, or the Commi 
fioners of Accounts,(it thereto incouraged) he will for the fs 
ture undertake to lecure the Revenue from any ſuch evi 
Practi 


of Accounts, 'that 

report of theſe matters to Y 
Commonz,and to give their Receipes for ſuch 
Books andPaperz,as he ſhall from time totime lay before them. 
The Conſideration of the Premiſes is humbly ſubmitted 
to Your Lordſhips, by Job» Farthing, late of _ 

BH Ditto in the County of Swrey Eſq; now of Chelſea in 

| - County of Addleſex. 
| Subſcribed 


————. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
A Demonſtration of the Loſs to the Revenue of Ex- 
ciſe, by the Alteration of the Barrel and Allowance 
to the Ale-Brewers, by the Af for an Additional 
Exciſe, paſt 25th July 1689. vis, 
By Common Brewers of Ale, loſs, 


( Art 32 Gallons to the Barrel 2 Barrels 
y | in 22 Allowance, and at 5s. 3 d. Duty, 


", 


_— 
o 


Tas wr” 


| 
| ofthe Barrel 
and Allowance. 


M At 34 Gallonsto the Barrel, 2.4 Barrels 


All nd at 35.2 d. Duty, 
WT OWAance, 2 ; 8. J uty 
(23474,67168 


690 431 F2.— 
By Common Brewers of Ale, loſy——— 
By 
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prays, that Diredtions 
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By Breviog Retaylen of Ale, loſs, | 
| - Ar 3a.Gallows wo the Barrel, and 39. 34, - | . 4 
- == ape Didy,n0923,097o8e—d33 401g he... 
Lok, 4 | An34 Gallows the Br notary |; 
| Dury20923,07708=—0 615,38461— 106 


By Brewing Retaylers of Ale los, — 


